
THE COMING OF CHRIST ‑ THE GREAT INCENTIVE
Romans 13:11‑13
Jesus Christ is coming to earth again! All true Christians hold this to be their hope. Since He is coming, His coming becomes one of the greatest incentives to holy living.

''And that, knowing the time" ‑ ‑ indicates this. Some would add the word "do" to the sentence to expand it. "And that do, knowing the time". Such a word would make clear that the Second Coming is the great incentive for carrying out the duties that have been set forth. We are to submit to government, pay our debts and practice love because we are aware of the critical nature of the time in which we live.

Christians do have a deeper insight into what is going to happen in the world than anyone else. Their knowledge of the Word helps them know things about the future that no scientist or historian could ever learn by research. We understand the "time" better because we know God and His Word. Our understanding of the "time" indicates that it is time to awake from our sleep.

Christians go to sleep on the job at times. While those without Christ are dead, Christians are asleep. It is a picture of sloth and laziness and indifference. Is this not the condition some of us find ourselves in? We are indifferent to our Christian duties and inactive as far as Christian service is concerned. Surely the coming of our Lord should jar us into doing something about our duties.
Three things of importance about the coming of Christ make it the great incentive. Let us look at them more closely.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HIS COMING MAKES IT OUR GREAT INCENTIVE
The most significant thing for the Christian about His Second Coming is that it will be "our salvation". This makes it the great incentive.

Salvation is one of the great words of the Bible. The word means to be delivered, to be rescued. The word is used in three tenses‑‑past, present, and future. Salvation is what one receives when Christ is received as Lord and Savior. In that moment, we were saved from the penalty of sin. But we are also being saved in the present. As such salvation is the process by which God saves us from the power and dominion of sin daily. The future salvation involves the deliverance from the presence of sin and all its cohorts by the Lord Jesus at His coming.

Those who have been saved from the penalty of sin, and are being saved from the power of sin, long to be saved finally and eternally from sin, self, and Satan.

It will be the moment of salvation for our bodies will be changed then. Though we have been saved, sin is still able to find a grip on these mortal bodies. It takes advantage over the desires of the body for its evil end. Paul wrote to the Philippians about his coming like this, "For our citizenship is in heaven: from whence we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: who will change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself." (Phil. 3:20‑21)

It will be the moment of salvation for Christ will then deal with the world order that has suppressed the children of God. The Christian longs to see the kingdoms of this world become the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Do you see the incentive? We are moving swiftly toward the final and complete victory of our God. Surely this should encourage our faithfulness to the duties he has given us. We should go on practicing His ethic of love because we know that in the end His ethic of love will triumph.

THE NEARNESS OF HIS COMING MAKES IT OUR GREAT INCENTIVE
The nearness of His coming seems to be the primary thing in the mind of the Apostle. ''For now is our salvation nearer than when we believed." The idea is that the great day of salvation has drawn near. Obviously in every way, the Christians were moving toward this great event.

The Apostle adds. "The night is far spent, the day is at hand." Since the Lord Jesus who is the light of the world went back to heaven, the earth has been enveloped in the dark night of sorrow and sin. Its only light has come through the disciples of Jesus as they reflect His light among men. The idea of Paul is that the night is just about gone, and the coming of Christ is just about to announce the coming of the day with light. The coming is just ahead!

This confronts us with a problem‑‑was Paul deceived? Did they falsely expect Jesus to return during their lifetime? While I am convinced that Paul hoped that Christ would return during his lifetime, he never taught nor predicted such a return. In fact, he taught just the opposite. While conditioning people to be prepared for His coming, he warned that they best give themselves fully to the doing of the work of the Lord, and carefully laid out his future plans for carrying the Gospel to even new fields. Even this letter told of his plans to come to Rome.

If the Christian of the first century looked for the return of Christ, and felt that it was drawing near, surely the Christians of the twentieth century should feel the same. We should not accuse our Lord of delay for time is not the same with Him. By His view He has only been gone a couple of days for a thousand years are as a day with Him.

Since our Lord is returning to reward His servants, the fact that He might come soon should serve as an inceptive to faithfulness and steadfastness in the doing of our duty. Our Lord so used the fact of His coming. He used it as an incentive to readiness.

THE CHARACTER OF HIS COMING MAKES IT OUR GREAT INCENTIVE
"The day is at hand". The coming of Jesus will be in the character of the day. It will be light‑exposing and revealing the things of evil.

The day is the time of light‑‑the night darkness. The coming of Jesus Christ will mean the revelation and destruction of evil and the revelation and reward of righteousness.

It is in light of this that Paul admonishes, "Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the amour of light." Since we are the children of the day, those that belong to the Lord, we should cast off every work of darkness like it were a soiled, out‑of‑style garment. These works of darkness are composed of the things done under the cover of night. They are the things you would not say or do in the presence of the Lord Jesus.

Paul illustrates the works of darkness. "Let us walk honestly‑‑or becomingly‑‑as in the days ‑‑in other words we should conduct ourselves today just like the Lord had already come and we were walking right in His presence. If we do this, then we would not walk in "rioting and drunkenness". Rioting translates the words that designated the reveling and carousing of the Greek people. The young men would walk through the streets drinking wine and singing songs about the god of wine Bacchus. This would lead to the houses of their girl friends where sexual experience would follow. "Drunkenness" would refer to our modern day "beer bust" where everyone sees how much he can drink before passing out. 

"Chambering" comes from the word for "bed" or better "the marriage bed". It referred to all kinds of illicit sex.  "Wantonness" is the indecent word, bodily movements, and unclean behavior. Is it not interesting how these words seem to still fit our behavior?

The last duet of words may seem to be out of place in this company. But God puts strife and envy in the same classification. It refers to the broken relationships and bickering that comes when people do not walk in love.

The character of the coming of Christ makes all such behavior inappropriate for the Christian. Would you want Jesus to find you drunk when He returns? Or better still would you consider getting drunk in His presence? Do you think that illicit sex or a good fierce quarrel will be appropriate in the presence of the Lord? None of us do! Not in His Holy presence. Because of this we should walk as though the day had already come.

Brethren, Jesus is coming. It is time for us to be wide awake morally and spiritually. All behavior unbecoming a Christian should be abandoned at once. Any service intended to be done for our Lord should be begun at once. There is no time for delay. The coming of the Lord draweth nigh. What you would do for Christ, do at once!

